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Linguistic acceptability judgements are an important type of data in theoretical and applied
linguistics and have been collected for a long time. They may be obtained in an informal and
a formal, i.e. experimental, way; in the latter case, we talk about acceptability judgement
tasks. In this talk I will focus on the use of these tasks in second language acquisition
research. I will compare the tasks in which Magnitude Estimation is used and tasks in which
more traditional techniques, such are giving judgements on a Likert scale, are used. I will
describe linguistic phenomena that are suitable for being tested in each type of task, the
description of these tasks, their advantages and disadvantages, and the approach to data
analysis in both task types. I will also mention a speeded acceptability judgement task and
compare it with the other types of task discussed, in which response time is not measured.
The talk will contain examples from second language acquisition studies.
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